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DETAILED ACTION 

The application of Eric Berg for Paging Remote Disconnect Systems filed 9/27/2000 has 
been examined. Claims 1-32 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 1-8, 10, 12-17, 19-20, 22-28, and 31-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Gelbien US Patent 6374101 in view of Hartman et al. US Patent 
6380852. 

Regarding claims 1,3, 10, and 31-32 Gelbien teaches a system for remote operation of 
devices (figure 3), said system comprising: 

an input electrical supply source (col. 3 lines 49-57); 

a switching circuit connected to input electrical supply source (col. 3 line 62-col. 4 

line 3); 

a receiver (14a, 14b) for receiving control signals from a remote source (col. 3 lines 
59-61). 

Gelbien is silent on teaching an output electrical outlet, the switching source connected 
between the electrical supply and the outlet, and a processor for processing the control signals 
fi-om the receiver to open the switching circuit to interrupt electrical power transmission 
between said input electrical supply source and said output electrical outlet. Hartman et al. in 
an art related control system teaches a switching circuit 102 connected between the power 
supply and the electrical out let (figure 1) and a processor 272 for processing the control signals 
fi-om the receiver to open the switching circuit (col. 10 lines 5-14). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art for the switching circuit 
to be connected between the power source and the outlet and to have a processor for 
processing the received signal in Gelbien because the switching circuit provides the interface 
between the power source and the appliance and the processor is necessary to compare and 
interpret the control signal received by the paging unit. 

Regarding claim 2, Gelbien teaches the pager is radio frequency receiver (col. 6 lines 

49-55). 

Regarding claims 4-7, Gelbien teaches input is from a standard AC source (figure 2) but 
is silent on teaching the system includes outlets, receiver, and processor mounted in one 
enclosure. Hartman et al. in an art related control system teaches the switching unit 102 in a 
enclosure with attached outlets 80 (figure 1) and a processor is also include in the switching 
circuit (col. 10 lines 5-14). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art for the control system to 
include outlets, receiver, and processor mounted in one enclosure in Gelbien because this 
provides a switching module that can be conveniently attached to the existing power supply and 
provide the control function to the appliance. 

Regarding claim 8, Gelbien teaches an input telephone source for receiving the 
telephone signal and a telephone switching circuit (col. 5 lines 12-20). Gelbien teaches the use 
of a conventional telephone line (col. 5 lines 15-20) and a conventional telephone line include 
outlet. Gelbien is silent on teaching a processor for processing the control signals from the 
receiver to open the switching circuit. Hartman et al. in an art related control system teaches a 
switching circuit 102 connected between the power supply and the electrical out let (figure 1) 
and a processor 272 for processing the control signals from the receiver to open the switching 
circuit (col. 10 lines 5-14). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art for the switching circuit 
to be connected between the power source and the outlet and to have a processor for 
processing the received signal in Gelbien because the switching circuit provides the interface 
between the power source and the appliance and the processor is necessary to compare and 
interpret the control signal received 
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Regarding claims 12-13, 19, and 22-24 Gelbien teaches a system for remote operation 
of devices (figure 3), said system comprising: 

an input electrical supply source (col. 3 lines 49-57); 

a switching circuit connected to the input electrical supply source (col. 3 line 62- 
col. 4 line 3); 

an input telephone source and switching circuit (col. 5 lines 12-20); 

a radio frequency receiver for receiving paging control signal from a paging transmitter 
(col. 3 lines 59-61). Gelbien is silent on teaching an output electrical outlet, the switching 
source connected between the electrical supply and the outlet, and a processor for processing 
the control signals from the receiver to open the switching circuit to interrupt electrical power 
transmission between said input electrical supply source and said output electrical outlet. 
Hartman et al. in an art related control system teaches a switching circuit 102 connected 
between the power supply and the electrical out let (figure 1) and a processor 272 for 
processing the control signals from the receiver to open the switching circuit (col. 10 lines 5- 
14). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art for the switching circuit 
to be connected between the power source and the outlet and to have a processor for 
processing the received signal in Gelbien because the switching circuit provides the interface 
between the power source and the appliance and the processor is necessary to compare and 
interpret the control signal received by the paging unit. 

Regarding claims 14-17, 20, and 25-28, Gelbien teaches input is from a standard AC 
source (figure 2) but is silent on teaching the system includes outlets, receiver, and processor 
mounted in one enclosure. Hartman et al. in an art related control system teaches the switching 
unit 102 in a enclosure with attached outlets 80 (figure 1) and a processor is also include in the 
switching circuit (col. 10 lines 5-14). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art for the control system to 
include outlets, receiver, and processor mounted in one enclosure in Gelbien because this 
provides a switching module that can be conveniently attached to the existing power supply and 
provide the control fiinction to the appliance. 
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Claims 9, 18, and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gelbien US Patent 6374101 in view of Hartman et al. US Patent 6380852 and further in view of 
Smolinske US Patent 5655218. 

Regarding claims 9, 18, and 29, Gelbien teaches a paging device for receiving the 
control signal. (col. 3 lines 20-23) but is not explicit in teaching the displaying alphanumeric 
message. Smolinske in an art related communication system teaches displaying alphanumeric 
message on a paging device (col. 2 lines 35-45) in order to provide informational messages to 
the user. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to display alphanumeric 
message in Gelbien because this allows informational messages to be transmitted and 
displayed to the user. 

Claims 11, 21, and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gelbien US Patent 6374101 in view of Hartman et al. US Patent 6380852 and further in view of 
Marcoux US Patent 5661468. 

Regarding claims 11, 21, and 30, Gelbien teaches a timer 29 for monitoring the power 
circuit (col. 4 lines 28-32) but is silent on teaching a timer changing the state of the switching 
circuit based on a user selected time. Marcoux in an art related control system teaches 
programming the on/off times of the load (col. 3 lines 51-55) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have a timer for 
changing the state of the switching circuit based on a user selected time in order to program 
the on/off times of the electrical loads. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vernal U. Brown whose telephone number is 571-272-3060. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-7:00 Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wendy Garber can be reached on 571-272-3998. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this appHcation or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published appUcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




